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There are hundreds of great books about the events, characters, culture, environment,  

and significance of the Mississippi River and its tributaries.  
The following are just a few of my favorites that frequently are easily accessible  

at libraries or for purchase at Amazon.com.  – Bill Wiemuth 
 

 

MISSISSIPPI RIVER OVERVIEW 

OLD MAN RIVER: The Mississippi River in North 
American History  
by Paul Schneider 
Click here to order on Amazon.com 
 

THE LOUISIANA PURCHASE 

JEFFERSON'S GREAT GAMBLE: The Remarkable Story 
of Jefferson, Napoleon and the Men Behind the 
Louisiana Purchase 
by Charles A. Cerami 
Click here to order on Amazon.com 
 

THE LEWIS AND CLARK EXPEDITION  

UNDAUNTED COURAGE: Meriwether Lewis, Thomas 
Jefferson, and the Opening of the American West 
by Stephen Ambrose 
Click here to order on Amazon.com 
 

EARLY STEAMBOAT HISTORY 

THE FIRE OF HIS GENIUS: Robert Fulton and the 
American Dream 
by Kirkpatrick Sale 
Click here to order on Amazon.com 
 
THE GREAT AMERICAN STEAMBOAT RACE: The 
Natchez and the Robert E. Lee and the Climax of 
an Era  
by Benton Rain Patterson  
Click here to order on Amazon.com 
 

CIVIL WAR 

THE CIVIL WAR: The complete text of the 
bestselling narrative history of the Civil War--
based on the celebrated PBS television series  
by Geoffrey C. Ward, Kenneth Burns , Richard 
Burns 
(excellent general overview) 
Click here to order on Amazon.com 
 
THE WAR THAT FORGED A NATION: Why the Civil 
War Still Matters 
by James M. McPherson 
(overview of the war and it’s impact) 
Click here to order on Amazon.com 
 
A CHAIN OF THUNDER: A Novel of the Siege of 
Vicksburg  
by Jeff Shaara  
Click here to order on Amazon.com 
 
MR. LINCOLN'S BROWN WATER NAVY: The 
Mississippi Squadron  
by Gary D. Joiner 
Click here to order on Amazon.com 
 

RIVERBOAT GAMBLERS 

FORTY YEARS A GAMBLER ON THE MISSISSIPPI 
by George H. Devol 
(Raucous account of the gambler days.) 
Click here to order on Amazon.com 
 

http://amzn.to/2eCf5GE
http://amzn.to/2fIhqlP
http://amzn.to/2es3TJd
http://amzn.to/2ecZIWw
http://amzn.to/2fQBOR7
http://amzn.to/2freCbG
http://amzn.to/2eCiTHO
http://amzn.to/2esah33
http://amzn.to/2esah33
http://amzn.to/2g48dj9
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MARK TWAIN 

MARK TWAIN: An Illustrated Biography 
by Geoffrey C. Ward and Ken Burns 
Click here to order on Amazon.com 
 

LIFE ON THE MISSISSIPPI 
by Mark Twain 
Click here to order on Amazon.com 
 

ADVENTURES OF HUCKLEBERRY FINN 
by Mark Twain 
Click here to order on Amazon.com 
 

RIVER DEVELOPMENT AND CONTROL  

MASTER OF THE MISSISSIPPI  
by Florence Dorsey  
Click here to order on 
Amazon.com 
 

RISING TIDE: The Great 
Mississippi Flood of 1927 and 
How it Changed America 
by John M. Barry 
(The 1927 Flood and the 
changes in management it 
created.) 
Click here to order on 
Amazon.com 
 

THE CONTROL OF NATURE 
by John McPhee 
(The incredible efforts of the Army Corp of 
Engineers.) 
Click here to order on Amazon.com 
 

BEFORE MARK TWAIN: A Sampler of Old, Old Times 
on the Mississippi  
by John Francis McDermott 
(Sampler of first-hand accounts of the river’s 
early development.) 
Click here to order on Amazon.com 
 

RIVER JOURNEYS 

OLD GLORY 
By Jonathan Raban  
(Englishman’s canoe trip down the river.) 
Click here to order on Amazon.com 

MISSISSIPPI SOLO: A River Quest 
By Eddy L. Harris 
(African American’s solo trip down the 
Mississippi) 
Click here to order on Amazon.com 
 

UPPER MISSISSIPPI 

UPPER MISSISSIPPI RIVER HISTORY: Fact-Fiction-
Legend 
by Ron Larson 
(Entertaining overview of the Upper 
Mississippi River.) 
Click here to order on Amazon.com 
 
STEAMBOATING ON THE UPPER MISSISSIPPI 

by William J. Petersen 
(detailed compendium)  
Click here to order on 
Amazon.com 
 

GENERAL INTEREST 

WHEN THE MISSISSIPPI RAN 

BACKWARDS: Empire, 
Intrigue, Murder, and the 
New Madrid Earthquakes of 
1811-12  
by Jay Feldman 
Click here to order on 
Amazon.com 
 
 

RIVER HISTORY AUDIOBOOKS 
By River Historian Bill Wiemuth 
RIVER HISTORY SERIES OF AUDIOBOOKS 
By Bill Wiemuth 
I proudly have researched, written, and 
produced a collection of 14 different 
audiobooks sharing riveting stories from 
river history highlighting fascinating 
people, extraordinary events, and 
significant impact. Enjoy! 
These audiobooks are available online at: 
www.RiverHistory.com 

Mark Twain, 
from LIFE ON THE MISSISSIPPI 

The face of the water, in time, 
became a wonderful book -- a 

book that was a dead language to 
the uneducated passenger, but 

which told its mind to me without 
reserve, delivering its most 

cherished secrets as clearly as if it 
uttered them with a voice.  

And it was not a book to be read 
once and thrown aside, for it had 

a new story to tell every day. 

http://amzn.to/2eCiBkj
http://amzn.to/2fp5HVF
http://amzn.to/2fp7euO
http://amzn.to/2gp8Ojv
http://amzn.to/2gp8Ojv
http://amzn.to/2gp8QIq
http://amzn.to/2gp8QIq
http://amzn.to/2fO3PFs
http://amzn.to/2gp9yVM
http://amzn.to/2fdhEPy
http://amzn.to/2gsFb1w
http://amzn.to/2ePQ8Jp
http://amzn.to/2ePNIue
http://amzn.to/2ePNIue
http://amzn.to/2ePNrHO
http://amzn.to/2ePNrHO
http://riverhistory.com/audiobooks/

